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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application 10629479 filed on 
7/28/2003. Claims 1-36 are pending. 

Claim Objections 
Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 5 
purports to modify the limitation "the at least one search characteristic" however 
there is no previous mention of search characteristic in neither claim 5 or claim 1 
the claim from which claim 5 depends. It appears and examiner will assume for 
the purpose of this action that claim 5 was meant to depend on claim 4. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 22 
purports to modify the limitation "the at least one search characteristic" however 
there is no previous mention of search characteristic in neither claim 22 or claim 
18 the claim from which claim 22 depends. It appears and examiner will assume 
for the purpose of this action that claim 22 was meant to depend on claim 21 . 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S,C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-10,16-27,33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WO 00/79436 A2 (hereinafter Stibel) (art of record). 

As for claim 1 Stibel discloses: an input module accepting a query defining 
a search executable on potentially retrievable information and parsing the query 
(See page 3 lines 23-25, also See page 9 lines 17-20); a query broadening 
module providing a broadened query (See page 8 lines 1-4); and a presentation 
module presenting at least one of the broadened query and results of a search 
executed on the broadened query (See page 8 lines 1-9). 

As for claim 2 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: wherein providing the broadened query comprises determining a 
meaning for at least a portion of the query (See page 7 lines 30-32). 

As for claim 3, the rejection of claim 2 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: wherein providing the broadened query comprises determining a 
related concept based on the meaning (See page 9 line 31- page 10 line 2). 

As for claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: an evaluation module providing at least one broadened search 
characteristic to the broadened query (See page 10 lines 10-16). 
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As for claim 5 tfie rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: an evaluation module performing at least one of modifying, replacing, 
supplementing, removing, or restating the at least one search characteristic. 

As for claim 5 the rejection of claim 4 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: an evaluation module performing at least one of modifying, replacing, 
supplementing, removing, or restating the at least one search characteristic (See 
page 10 lines 13-15 "supplementing/restating"). 

As for claim 6 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: a selection module selecting at least one broadening search 
characteristic from a set of words having a synonymous, alternate spelling, 
common root, or similar semantic meaning (See figures 3,4,5 and page 15 lines 
19-24). 

As for claim 7 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: a selection module selecting at least one broadening search 
characteristic from a set of words having a related conceptual meaning (See 
page 15 lines 5-11). 

As for claim 8 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: an operator provided with at least one broadening search 
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characteristic to request query broadening (See page 9 lines 21-24 "knowledge 
base"). 

As for claim 9 the rejection of claim 8 Is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: a delimiter provided with the operator to signal ordinary meaning with 
respect to the operator (See page 21 lines 1-5). 

As for claim 10 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: plurality of search characteristics, further comprising: a grouping 
module logically grouping at least two of the search characteristics into a 
compound search characteristic (See page 10 lines 13-16), wherein the query 
broadening module provides at least one broadening search characteristic for the 
compound search characteristic (See page 10 line 14). 

As for claim 16 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: a query engine executing the broadened query (See page 120 lines 
13-16). 

As for claim 17 the rejection of claimi Is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: a graphical user interface interfacing the input module, the query 
broadening module, and the presentation module (See page 9 lines 17-20). 
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Claims 18-27,33,34 are method claims corresponding to system claims 1- 
10,16,17 respectively and are thus rejected for the reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-10,16,17. 

As for claim 35 the rejection of claim 18 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: A computer-readable storage medium holding code for performing the 
method according to Claim 18 (See page 16 lines 20-23). 

Claim 36 is a apparatus claim corresponding to method claim 1, and is 
thus rejection for the reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 11-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stibel as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US 6098081 (herein 
Heidorn). 

As for claim 1 1 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: one search characteristic in the broadened query (See page 10 lines 
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13-15). Stibel differs from the claimed Invention In that a hyperlink module 
presenting at least one search characteristic In the broadened query as a 
hyperlink, wherein the query broadening module fomris the broadened query 
comprising the at least one search characteristic responsive to a selection of the 
hyperlink is not explicitly indicated. IHeldorn however does disclose: a hyperlink 
module presenting at least one search characteristic in the broadened query as a 
hyperlink(See column 5 lines 21-24) , wherein the query broadening module 
forms the broadened query comprising the at least one search characteristic 
responsive to a selection of the hyperlink (See column 5 lines 26-30). It would 
have bee obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill In the pertinent art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the teachings of Heldorn into the 
system of Stibel. The modification would have been obvious since using 
hyperlinks ensures that the expanded query matches what the user was 
expecting for a search. 

As for claim 12 the rejection of claim 1 1 is Incorporated, and further Stibel 
dlscloses:a display module displaying the broadened query (See page 10 lines 
24-26) Stibel differs from the claimed invention in that a static list responsive to a 
highlighting of the hyperlink Is not explicitly disclosed. Heidom however does 
disclose a static list responsive to a highlighting of the hyperlink (See column 6 
lines 6-12). 
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As for claim 13 the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated, and further 
Hiedorn discloses: wherein the hyperlink module presents an option triggering 
selection of each such search characteristic in the broadened query as a 
hyperlink (See column 10 lines 26-30). 

As for claim 14 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Stibel 
discloses: one search characteristic in the broadened query (See page 10 lines 
13-15). Stibel differs from the claimed invention in that wherein the presentation 
module presents at least one search characteristic in the broadened query as at 
least one of a static list, a menu of selectable search characteristics, a set of 
checkboxes, and a list of selectable search characteristics is not explicitly 
disclosed. Hiedorn however does disclose: wherein the presentation module 
presents at least one search characteristic in the broadened query as at least 
one of a static list, a menu of selectable search characteristics, a set of 
checkboxes, and a list of selectable search characteristics (See column 8 line 65- 
column 9 lines 6). 

As for claim 15 the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Hiedorn 
discloses: wherein the presentation module presents an option triggering 
selection of each such search characteristic in the broadened query (See column 
10 lines 27-31). 
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Claims 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stibel as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Hiedorn. 

Claim 18 is a method claim corresponding to claim 1. 

Claims 28-32 are method claims corresponding to system claims 11-15 
respectively, and are thus rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the 
rejection of claims 11-15. 

Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Leon J. Harper whose telephone number is 
571-272-0759. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 4:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). ^..^ 



Leon J Harper 
January 27, 2006 
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